
EcoBlock Tree Guide
Decorate the block

1



2

Easy
Looking for something with low 
water usage and easy maintenance?

Check out …

TOYON

PURPLE LEAF PLUM

AFRICAN SUMAC
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Breezy
Want something to have a lemonade 
stand under? A shady oasis?

Perhaps you’ll like…

PURPLE LEAF PLUM

DOUBLE PINK FLOWERING PLUM

AFRICAN SUMAC



Looking for something flowering? 
Something that says “Look at me!”

Check out…

TOYON

STRAWBERRY

PURPLE LEAF

DOUBLE PINK FLOWERING PLUM

AFRICAN SUMAC

RED HORSE CHESTNUT

CHITALPA
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Beautiful



Want a tree that has been here longer than 
any of us have? A tree that knows California 
climate, California soil, California culture? 

Take a look at these native trees…

SENSATION BOX ELDER

RED HORSECHESTNUT

CHITALPA

FOOTHILL ASH

TOYON

SARATOGA LAUREL

CATALINA IRONWOOD

COAST LIVE OAK

BLUE OAK
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Local



What goes where?
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NORTH SIDE
Watch out for overhead 
lines! Anything larger than a 
Toyon will require 
maintenance to protect the 
tree and the lines

SOUTH SIDE
Anything goes! If the spot in 
front of your property is 
about shady - try the Toyon 
or Saratoga Laurel, they do 
better tolerating shade as 
they grow up.

END OF THE BLOCK
There’s a bit more space here for the roots to 
breathe, so you can look into the Chinese 
Pistache and others with bigger tree well 
requirements.



Botanical Name Common Name

Fraxinus dipetala FOOTHILL ASH

x Chitalpa tashkentensis CHITALPA

Laurus nobilis ‘Saratoga’ SARATOGA LAUREL

Lyonothamnus floribundus asplenifolius CATALINA IRONWOOD

Quercus agrifolia COAST LIVE OAK

Quercus douglasii BLUE OAK

Aesculus carnea ‘Briotii’ RED HORSECHESTNUT

Recommendation summary
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Botanical Name Common Name

Heteromeles arbutifolia TOYON

Prunus ceresifera PURPLE LEAF PLUM

Prunus x blireana DOUBLE PINK FLOWERING PLUM

Arbutus marina STRAWBERRY TREE

Rhus iancea AFRICAN SUMAC

Pistache chinensis CHINESE PISTACHE

Acer Negundo SENSATION BOX ELDER

flowering shady low water demand california native large tree well

Want more information? Take a look at the details included here on the Oakland Street Tree List

http://www2.oaklandnet.com/oakca1/groups/pwa/documents/report/oak042662.pdf

