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O3 REFRIGERATOR STANDARDS OVER TIME

For the past several decades, the U.S. Department of Energy has

established standards that have signficantly improved the energy

efficiency of residential refrigerators and freezers while meeting
consumer needs and preferences.

[ Energy use (kWh/hr) Volume
Price (in 2014 $) (cubic feet)
2,500 25
2,000 20
1,500 15
1,000 10
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1987: The first federal 1992: The ENERGY STAR

appliance standards are program is introduced to
established. identify efficient products.
1970s: Refrigerator efficiency 1991: The Super Efficient 2014: The current DOE
rises rapidly in response to Refrigerator Program (SERP) refrigerator standards—which
the U.S. energy crisis. The is launched to commercialize were finalized in 2011—take
first efficiency standards are refrigerator efficiency. effect.

established in California.

04 EFFICIENCIES OF 05 WHY TOP-MOUNT
ENERGY STAR REFRIGERATORS* FREEZER REFRIGERATORS?

_ Pros Cons
+ Significantly reduce + Fewer storage &
electric bills organization alternatives

+ Eligible for rebates
+ Generally cheaper
+ More usable space for

Top-mount Bottom-mount Side-by-side perishable items
365 kWh or 560 kWh or 630 kWh or + Can preserve & keep
$45/year $70/year $75/year food fresh for longer

*Energy consumption may vary based on refrigerator/freezer size,
defrost type, and whether or not an ice dispenser is included.





